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Microchip Scanners Provided to
Sheriff's Department

When the Calavera Sheriff deputies find a loose
dog, they have to bring it in to Animal Services.
Sometimes this means driving from Arnold or
Copperopolis, just to bring the dog to the shelter.

FOCAS developed a program in which we
provided scanners for every sheriff’s car in the
hopes that many of the loose dogs found can be
immediately scanned and hopefully returned to
their owners to eliminate the need to drive back
to Animal Services.

Melissa Hamre worked with the Sheriff’s Dept
and did a presentation for them and the deputies
were really excited about the program.

We want to thank the Calaveras Community
Foundation for grant funds to cover a portion of
the cost. We are very appreciative of their
support.

Check out the Calaveras County Sheriff Office’s
Facebook page for their official press release on
this program, which will provide more
information.

Volunteers! Save the Date

The annual volunteer appreciation luncheon will be
held on October 24"so please mark that date in your
calendars.

A flyer with all the information will be emailed to you
in the next week or so — hope to see everyone there!
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Claws, Paws & Body Slams: What a

Night to Remember!
By Erin

Eriends Of
laveras
Animal
TVices

Who says fundraising always has to mean bingo,
BBQs, or spaghetti dinners? On August 8, FOCAS
decided to try something new and hosted Claws,
Paws & Body Slams—a night of professional
wrestling at Howard's Mystic Saloon in Avery that
we won’t soon forget!

Wrestlers from Sacramento’s TWF Pro Wrestling
brought action, drama, big personalities, and lots
of body slams to the ring. This was definitely not
your usual Saturday night fundraiser! There were
no bingo cards, no spaghetti, and no BBQ sauce—
just wrestling, cheers, laughter, and plenty of
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excitement, all to support the animals of Calaveras
County.

On a side note, one wrestler did throw another
wrestler onto the pool table we were using for our
FOCAS set-up, but before he did, he said, "Ooh!
Puppies!" and then picked up everything, handed it
all to Carl, and THEN threw the other wrestler onto
the pool table.
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We want to give a big thank you to Howard's
Mystic Saloon and everyone who joined us to
make the night such a success. Your support helps
FOCAS provide food, medical care, shelter, and
other important resources for animals in need. We
enjoy a good BBQ as much as anyone, but we’re
already thinking that professional wrestling could
become a new FOCAS tradition.

FOCAS received $536.00 in donations and we
cannot thank Carl Howard and Curtis Scala for
choosing to help FOCAS with this event. We are so
appreciative for sure.

All'in all, I think everyone had a most excellent
night!
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Dog Stats

(By Ed and Dolores Ransom)

Volunteer
Month Hours  Adoptions
May 432 7
June 6135 6
July 604.5 9
Total 1,650.0 22

CAT Stats
(By Anne Dasch and Cynthia Pino)

Volunteer
Month Hours  Adoptions
May 75.25 1
June 60.5 10
July 94.25 3
Total 230.0 14

A number of dogs and cats were transferred

out of the shelter due to the risk from the
Gann Fire.

Health tips

Water
Intoxication

Water intoxication in dogs is a rare but potentially
fatal condition caused by excessive water intake
leading to dangerously low sodium levels
(hyponatremia).

Causes

Water intoxication occurs when a dog drinks a large
volume of water in a short period, overwhelming the
kidneys’ ability to maintain electrolyte balance

FOCAS AUGUST 2026 NEWSLETTER

Common scenarios include:
e Swimming, diving, or retrieving objects in
water
¢ Playfully biting streams from hoses or
sprinklers
e Drinking excessive freshwater after exercise
or in hot weather

Small and toy breeds are at higher risk because it
takes less water to overwhelm their systems, and
breeds that love water, such as Retrievers, Spaniels,
and Border Collies, are more prone to overdrinking.

Symptoms
¢ Symptoms of water intoxication can develop
quickly and range from mild to severe:
¢ Mild: staggering gait, lethargy, nausea,
weakness, excessive salivation
¢ Moderate: dilated pupils, glazed eyes, loss of
coordination
e Severe: difficulty breathing, seizures, collapse,
coma, or death
The underlying mechanism is hyponatremia,
where low sodium levels cause water to move
into cells, leading to swelling, particularly in
the brain, which can result in irreversible
damage
[ )
Diagnosis
Diagnosis can be challenging because sodium levels
may begin to normalize by the time a vet examines
the dog, even though cellular damage has occurred.
Vets may also need to differentiate water
intoxication from hypothermia, overexertion, or
trauma.

Treatment
Immediate veterinary care is critical. Treatment may
include:
e Electrolyte administration via IV to carefully
restore sodium levels
¢ Diuretics such as furosemide (Lasix) to
remove excess fluid r
e Mannitol to reduce brain swelling in severe
¢ Hypertonic saline in extreme hyponatremia
Treatment must be gradual to avoid further
neurological complications. Mild cases may
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recover fully, but severe cases can result in
permanent brain damage or death

Prevention

e Limit water play sessions to 5-10 minutes
with breaks

e Monitor dogs during swimming or sprinkler
play

e Provide access to fresh water but discourage
rapid gulping

e Be cautious with small breeds and water-
loving dogs

Recognizing early signs and seeking prompt
veterinary care can significantly improve
outcomes for dogs at risk of water intoxication.

Information provided by AKC, Canine Journal, Vets
Now, Dogster, Canine Journal, and Hepper.

WE NEED TO
TALK ABOUT
YOUR DIET
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Summer Health Cat Care Tips
by The Pet Place

Summer can be a wonderful time for cats. Whether
they're lounging in a sunny window, relaxing on a
screened porch, or exploring the backyard, many
cats enjoy the warmer weather. However, rising
temperatures also bring seasonal risks that can
threaten your cat's health.
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From dehydration in cats and heat stroke to
sunburn, parasites, and toxic lawn chemicals,
summer presents dangers that every pet owner
should understand. Fortunately, a few simple
precautions can help keep your feline companion
safe and comfortable throughout the season.
Here are some essential summer cat care tips to
help your cat beat the heat.

Can Cats Get Sunburn?

Many pet owners are surprised to learn that cats
can get sunburn. Just like people, cats can suffer
skin damage from prolonged exposure to the sun's
ultraviolet (UV) rays.

Cats most at risk include:
e White cats
e Light-colored cats
e Cats with pink noses or ears
e Hairless breeds
e Cats with thin or sparse coats

Sunburn typically affects areas with less fur
coverage, including the ears, nose, eyelids, and
belly.

Signs of sunburn may include:
e Red orirritated skin
o Flaking or peeling skin

e Hair loss
e Sensitivity to touch
e Scabbing

Repeated sun exposure can increase the risk of
developing certain skin cancers, particularly on the
ear tips and nose.

If your cat spends time outdoors, try to limit
exposure during the hottest parts of the day,
typically between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Indoor cats
that enjoy sunbathing in windows may also benefit
from shaded areas during peak sunlight hours.
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Heat Stroke in Cats Is a Medical Emergency
Although dogs are more commonly associated with
overheating, heat stroke in cats can occur,
especially during periods of extreme heat or poor
ventilation.

Cats regulate their body temperature differently
than humans and can struggle when temperatures
climb too high. Seniors, overweight cats, kittens,
and cats with underlying health conditions may be
particularly vulnerable.

Common cat overheating symptoms include:

e Panting

e Rapid breathing
e Drooling

e Lethargy

e Vomiting

e Bright red gums

e Weakness

e Collapse

[ ]
Unlike dogs, cats rarely pant under normal
circumstances. If your cat is panting, it should
always be taken seriously.
Heat stroke in cats can quickly become life-
threatening. If you notice signs of overheating,
move your cat to a cool, shaded area and contact
your veterinarian immediately.

Can Cats Get Dehydrated?

Yes. Cats can become dehydrated during hot
weather, and many owners don't realize it until
symptoms become noticeable.
Cats naturally have a low thirst drive because their
ancestors obtained much of their moisture from
prey. As a result, many cats do not drink enough
water, especially during summer.
Signs of dehydration in cats may include:

e Dryortacky gums

e Lethargy

e Loss of appetite

e Sunken eyes

e Reduced skin elasticity

e Increased heart rate
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Outdoor cats and active cats may lose water more
quickly through increased activity and exposure to
heat.

To help prevent dehydration in cats:

e Provide multiple bowls of fresh water
throughout the home.

o Refresh water several times daily.

o Use pet water fountains to encourage
drinking.

e Feed canned food when appropriate.

¢ Place water sources away from litter boxes.

Ensuring access to clean, cool water is one of the
most important aspects of summer cat care.

How to Care for Outdoor Cats in Hot Weather
Outdoor cats face additional challenges during the
summer months.

To improve outdoor cat summer safety:

e  Provide access to shade throughout the
day.

e Ensure fresh water is always available.

o Offer outdoor cat shelter and resting areas
protected from direct sunlight.

e Avoid encouraging strenuous activity during
the hottest hours.

If temperatures become extreme, consider bringing
your cat indoors until conditions improve.

Remember that asphalt, concrete, and other
outdoor surfaces can become extremely hot during
summer. While cats are less likely than dogs to
walk long distances on pavement, hot surfaces can
still cause discomfort or burns.

Stay Ahead of Fleas, Ticks, and Parasites
Warm weather creates ideal conditions for
parasites.
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Fleas and ticks become more active during summer
and can cause significant health problems for cats.
Fleas can trigger allergic reactions and skin
irritation, while ticks may transmit disease.

Mosquitoes also become more common during
warmer months and can spread heartworms.
Although heartworm disease is less common in cats
than dogs, it can still be serious and difficult to
treat.

Talk to your veterinarian about year-round flea and
tick prevention for cats.

Watch Out for Toxic Lawn and Garden Products
Summer often means increased use of fertilizers,
herbicides, pesticides, and other lawn-care
products.

Many of these substances can be harmful to cats if
ingested or absorbed through the skin or paws.

Potential symptoms of exposure may include:
e Vomiting

e Diarrhea
e Excessive drooling
e Tremors
e Lethargy

If you use lawn-care products, follow all safety
instructions carefully and keep your cat away from
treated areas until they are considered safe.

Garden plants can also pose risks. Before
introducing new plants to your yard or home, verify
that they are non-toxic to cats.

Keep Windows and Screens Secure

Many cats enjoy fresh air and open windows during
the summer. However, unsecured window screens
can create serious hazards.
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Cats may push through damaged screens while
chasing birds, insects, or other animals. Falls from
upper-story windows can result in injuries
commonly known as "high-rise syndrome."
Inspect window screens regularly and repair any
damage promptly.

Be Prepared for Summer Emergencies

Even with careful planning, accidents can happen.
Contact your veterinarian if your cat experiences:

e Signs of heat stroke

e Severe dehydration

e Persistent vomiting or diarrhea

o Difficulty breathing

¢ Sudden lethargy

¢ Suspected toxin exposure

Quick action can make a significant difference in
your cat's recovery.

Enjoy a Safe Summer with Your Cat

Summer can be an enjoyable season for both cats
and their owners, but it also requires extra
attention to your pet's health and safety.

Understanding how to prevent heat stroke,
recognize dehydration, and protect against
sunburn and parasites can help your feline
companion stay comfortable throughout the
warmer months.

By providing plenty of fresh water, limiting
exposure to extreme heat, maintaining parasite
prevention, and creating safe outdoor
environments, you can help ensure your cat enjoys
a healthy and happy summer.
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FLESH-EATING
PARASITE POSES RISK TO
PETS THIS SUMMER

The CDC is urging pet owners to take extra
precautions as concerns grow over the flesh-eating
New World Screwworm following the first reported
dog case.

According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
the New World Screwworm is a flesh-eating
parasite that can affect livestock, pets, wildlife,
birds, and even humans.

The parasite is not contagious and does not spread
between animals or from animals to humans. But
even a small cut can put a pet at risk, as the larvae
can infest an open wound.

T WAS A DOBERMAN....
DARK EYE£5...120 LBS...
STODDED COLLAR.:

3-INCH TEEFTH. -+
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WHAT IS A KAHU?

In Hawaiian culture, you do not call
yourself your pet's “owner.” You are
referred to as their “Kahu." The word
Kahu has a deep meaning and is defined
as the socred role of a guardian,
protector, steward or honored attendant.
Essentially, someone entrusted with the
safe keeping of something precious -
something cherished. What a Kahu
protects is not their property. What they
protect is a part of their soul. We become
better when we truly love an animal. We
embrace the connection of all life when
we embody what it means to be o Kahu.
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PHOTOS WITH
SANTA PAWS

Capture a special holiday
memory with your pet and Santal

WHEN: Saturday, December 12
WHERE: 4Paws Vet Clinic,

222 S Main St., Angels Camp
WHAT: 1 5x7 Photo of your pet
with Santa - $25 (addl. photos
$10)

Dogs must be on leash, cats in carriers.

Sponsored by
\\ !~
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g@i By Appointment Only
Contact Joanne
209-743-0924

All proceeds benefit the animals

served by Friends of Calaveras to reserve your Space!
Animal Services (FOCAS). \
Y
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RABIES VACCINE ONLY

DRIVE-THRU CLINIC FOR DOGS AND CATS

» Open to Calaveras County Residents Only <

No Breeders Please

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2026
9:00 AM TO 130 AM

with attending veterinarian Sasha Greenlee, DVM

All cats
must be in

secure N y All dogs

carriers $ ¥ ' must be

on leash!
No
exceptions!

Brought to you by Friends of Calaveras Animal Services
A 5013 non-profit supported by community donations &
www.focascalaveras.org
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