ANIMAL CRACKERS

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER ~ MAY 2026

Another Success Story!!

Nash was a “foster to adopt” and now is a
permanent member of the family Here is what
the family had to say:

My husband and | were the ones who recently
adopted Nash. He is a wonderful addition to our
family. We were so thankful to be given the option of
fostering to adopt considering we were a household
of just cats, though after day one we kind of knew he
wasn’t going to be just a foster. We couldn’t have
asked for a more sweet and loving dog. He sleeps in
bed with us every night and gets couch privileges,
both of which are my husband’s doing.

We recently took him to a local groomer and were
told what a good boy he is, so Nash will now have a
monthly appointment to make him handsome. Nash
is definitely one of our spoiled fur babies.

Again, thank you so much for working with us and
making sure that Nash worked for our family.

We are so happy for Nash and his new family!
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Dog Stats Health tips

(By Ed and Dolores Ransom) Hard to Hear: The Facts of
Canine Ear Infections

Volunteer By Jennifer Gauntt Texas A&M
Month  Hours _ Adoptions Uriversit, January 2020 - The
Feb 577 6 While ear infections are pesky conditions that affect many
Mar 765.5 14 species, dogs are especially at risk for ear infections
Apr‘ 594 5 8 because of the shape of their ear canals.
Total 19370 28 Dr. Lori Teller, a clinical associate professor at the Texas

A&M College of Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical

Sciences, says that diagnosis and treatment should always
CAT Stats be handled by a veterinarian, but dog owners should still
be informed on the nature of this condition to keep their

(By Cynthia Pino and Anne Dasch) furry friend in tip-top shape.

Volunteer There ar('e mult.|ple causgs of ear infections (otitis '
Month H dobti externa), including allergies (most common), ear mites, a
ont ours Adoptions foreign body (this can include polyps or neoplasia), excess

Feb 705 7 hair in the ear canal, anatomic changes in the ear canal,
excess moisture in the ear canal, injury, immune-mediated

Mar 70 3 diseases, endocrine disease, and excessive cleaning,”

Apr' 55.0 2 Teller said. “Any of these causes allow for bacteria and/or
yeast to overgrow in the ear, leading to the

Total 1955 12 infection.”

Symptoms of canine ear infections include head shaking,
scratching at or rubbing the affected ear, discharge, bad
3 4 odor, redness inside the ear, swelling of the ear canal,
When you find somethlng you pain, itchiness, and crusts or scabs inside the ear or along

love so you get it in every color the ear margin.

Owners who suspect that their dog may be suffering from
an ear infection should seek veterinary help immediately,
as these infections can become more severe if left
untreated.

Once diagnosed, your dog’s treatment plan will depend
on what caused the ear infection in the first place. Teller
said that topical ointments may be used to treat bacteria
and yeast present in the canal.

Severe infections or those involving the middle or inner
ear canal may be treated with oral antibiotics and anti-
inflammatory drugs. Medicated ear cleansers to clear
away discharge and debris from the infected canal may
also be prescribed.
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“Dogs that develop ear infections frequently will )
8 P Juenty ) 5 reasons NOT to )

need to have the underlying cause addressed,” pe Fampis Pet Pamperle
Teller said. “Some may require therapies to 5 shave a double coated breed <55

control allergies. If a food allergy is a cause of the
problem, then switching to a hypoallergenic or
limited-ingredient diet may prevent future
problems. It is very important to work with your
veterinarian before switching your dog’s diet.”

@ It will not keep them cooler in summer

Dogs that swim frequently are also more prone to
ear infections, and special care should be taken by
owners to appropriately clean and dry their pet’s
ears after being in the water. Cotton swabs should
never be used in the inner canal of a dog’s ear.
Teller also advised that dog owners should not
allow other dogs to lick their pet’s ears.

% It may permanently damage their coat

. o . & Increases risk of skin cancer & sunburn
To diagnose your pet, a veterinarian might sample

ear discharge or look through the ear canal to
observe the state of the eardrum. Your dog may
need to be sedated for this procedure, depending
on the situation.

@ It will not help to contyol human allergies

Although the prospect of a canine ear
infection may be daunting, timely veterinary
intervention can prevent permanent damage
from occurring. Proper care will have your
pooch back to their super-hearing self in no
time!

@ It will not decrease their shedding

Dog people on a winter morning:

lways bell myourself... b
' imagine if i'd given up the g“
: ﬁrst time they told me not to
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Rabies Confirmed in Dog Near Angels
Camp After Skunk Encounter

Public Health and Animal Services Urges Residents to
Vaccinate Pets and Avoid Contact with Wild Animals

ANGELS CAMP, Calif. — Calaveras County Public
Health and Calaveras County Animal Services are
alerting the community that a dog in the
unincorporated area of Angels Camp has tested
positive for rabies after possibly coming into contact
with a skunk it was chasing on the property. The
skunk's whereabouts are unknown, and the dog was
euthanized and tested.

Seven people who had contact with the dog or skunk
are receiving care. They are getting the rabies post-
exposure vaccine, which is very effective at
preventing rabies when started soon after exposure.

Rabies is a deadly disease that affects the brain. It is
spread through the saliva of an infected animal, most
often through a bite or scratch. Rabies is very difficult
to treat once symptoms begin and is almost always
fatal. However, it is preventable with quick action and
proper medical care.

“If you are bitten or scratched by any animal, wash
the wound with soap and water right away and seek
medical care as soon as possible,” said Dr. Rene
Ramirez, Calaveras County Health Officer. “Do not
wait to see if symptoms appear. Once rabies
symptoms start, it is almost always too late to treat.
Acting fast can save your life. The same urgency
applies to your pets — an up-to-date rabies vaccine is
the simplest thing you can do to protect your
household.”

Signs of Rabies in Animals

Rabies can cause animals to act in strange or unusual
ways. The first sign is often a change in behavior.

Watch for:
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e Aggressive or angry behavior, even with no
clear reason

e Unusual tameness, or wild animals that seem
to lose their fear of people

e Drooling, foaming at the mouth, or trouble
swallowing

e Stumbling, trouble walking, or paralysis (often
starting in the back legs)

e Seizures or shaking

e Strange or unusual sounds

e Wild animals such as skunks, bats, foxes, and
raccoons that are out during the day

Do not approach, touch, or try to help any wild
animal or pet that is acting strangely. Keep children
and pets away. Report the animal to Calaveras
County Animal Services right away.

How to Protect Your Family and Pets

o Keep your pets up to date on rabies vaccines.
Vaccination is required by law for all dogs and
cats, starting at three months of age.

¢ If an unvaccinated pet is exposed to a rabid
animal, it must be either euthanized or kept
in strict isolation for several months.
Vaccinated pets are protected from this
outcome.

e Make sure your pets wear tags on their collar
that show they are vaccinated.

e Stay away from wild animals, both alive and
dead. Teach your children to do the same.

¢ Do not feed wild animals or leave pet food
outside, as this can attract them to your
home.

e If your pet is bitten or scratched by a wild
animal, call your veterinarian right away, even
if the wound looks small.

e If you are bitten or scratched by any animal,
wash the area with soap and water for
several minutes, then get medical care as
soon as you can.

e If you find a bat in a room where someone
was sleeping, or where a young child or pet
was alone, contact your doctor. Bat bites can
be very small and hard to see.
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Keeping your animals fully vaccinated is so
important! Calaveras residents can get free rabies
vaccinations for cats and dogs at any of our 5 drive
thru clinics each year. Next clinic is 6/13 at the
government center. See flyer on last page for
details.

Rattlesnake Anti-
Venom and/or Rattlesnake Avoidance
Training

We live in rattlesnake country, and this year
appears to be particularly bad. Many owners elect
to give their dogs the anti-venom shot to help
protect their pets should they get bitten by a
rattlesnake.

The following is from the PetMD website, by Dr.
Jennifer Coates:

A study published in 2011 showed that giving
antivenin to dogs who had been bitten by
rattlesnakes “effectively stabilized or terminated”
the effects of the venom.

Researchers had access to 115 client-owned dogs
who had been bitten by rattlesnakes and whose
symptoms associated with the bite were worsening
over time. All dogs received “standard supportive
care” and one vial of rattlesnake antivenin either
given all at once or divided in half with the second
dose given six hours after the first. Each dog’s
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condition was evaluated using a standardized
system and assigned a “severity score.”

The scientists found that after receiving the
antivenin “the mean severity score of the 115
patients decreased from 4.19 to 3.29 points” and
“the mean severity score of the 107 patients
without fatalities decreased from 4.16 to 2.15. It
didn’t seem to matter whether the dogs received
the entire contents of the vial as one dose or
divided into two doses.

Giving antivenin is not an entirely benign
treatment. Dogs can have adverse (including
allergic) reactions to the injection, but in this study
only six percent of the dogs had problems
associated with the antivenin.

If you choose the vaccine, do your research and
talk with your vet. My vet no longer recommends
it, and the National Snakebite Support Group
(www.nationalsnakebitesupport.org) does not
recommend the vaccine either. Definitely check
out their FAQs for more information — they have
great advice (such as Benadryl has no effect on
snake bites) and they have the most up to date
protocols in the case of an active bite.

Some people take a different route — rattlesnake
aversion training. Some prefer to reduce the
vaccines given to their dogs, some people believe
avoidance of snake contact is the best solution.

The rattlesnake aversion training does use real
rattlesnakes. The snakes are either humanely
muzzled or hooded so as to protect the dogs from
a bite.

The “handler” takes your dog on a long-line, with a
shock collar. When the dog goes to the snake, they
receive a small shock. The dog is introduced to a
snake in front of them, one hidden (so they just
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hear the noise), a skin or a snake with the rattles
wrapped (so they associate the smell as well as the
sound), and the final test is the handle brings the
dog towards the owner, and there is a large snake
between the dog and the owner. The owner calls
the dog, who should make a wide path around the
snake.

A friend took her dogs to the training and was out
walking her property one day when they
encountered the snake. The dog absolutely
recognized the smell and sound and came running
to my friend.

Everyone has to make their own choices and I’'m
not advocating one method over another. But the
snakes are out in abundance this year. Consider
where you live, where your dogs may roam, the
possibility of a snake encounter, and what method
will work for you to keep them safe.

If you are interested, there are two upcoming
trainings scheduled.

k, HANGTOWN KENNEL CLUB
\ of Placerville, California, Inc

P.O. Box 2176 Placerville, CA 95667 ~ www.HanglownkC org

Rattlesnake Avoidance Training

When: Saturday June 27, 2026 08:00 AM - 12:00
PM
Sunday June 28,2026 08:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Where: Placerville area - location will be sent with
confirmation email
Register here: https://hangtownkc.org/events

OR
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Friday, July 17th from 8am to 6pm
& Saturday, July 18th from 8am to 6pm

Located at $90 per dog

Tri-Dam Lions Club - Burson Community Center
- Burson, California

Hosted by
SAN JOAQUIN DoOG TRAINING CLUB & TRI-DAM LIONS CLUB

-

For more info about the training process g 4

please visit www.RattlesnakeAversion.com

To SIGN UP for an appointment

please email
marsinewman@gmail.com

I've taken all of my dogs to the trainings multiple
times (most need at least 2 years) and just took my
2 older dogs for a refresher as they had not been
for about 5 years. I've had rattlesnakes on my back
patio and years ago, one in the dog pen so | don’t
want to take any chances!!

Dog

Text Message
Today 16:12

THESE NEW PRINGLES
SUCK SO BAD

Those are cotton padé

OH MY GOD. | ATE A WHOLE
PACK. EVERY DROP OF
MOISTURE IN MY BODY IS
GONE. | AM A DOG RAISIN
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eREE FREE FREE

RABIES VACCINE & MICROCHIP

DRIVE-THRU CLINIC FOR DOGS AND CATS

» Open to Calaveras County Residents Only <

No Breeders Please

SATURDLAY, JURNE i&, 2026
P00 AKX TO 1130 A

with attending veterinarian Cathy Gatlin, DVM

(7 Calaveras County Government Center @
891 Mountain Ranch Road, San Andreas

(Enter at the main Government Center entrance and follow the signs)

More upcoming 2026 clinics:
9/12 at Spence Ranch Feed & 10/17 at the Govt. Center

Brought to you by Friends of Calaveras Animal Services
A 501¢3 non-profit supported by community donations <

www.focascalaveras.org Questions? (209) 754-6509

Calaveras County Animal Services




	May 2026  Newsletter.pdf
	word search May 2026.pdf
	2026 June Flyer GATLIN PDF.pdf
	RABIES VACCINE & MICROCHIP DRIVE-THRU CLINIC FOR DOGS AND CATS
	Open to Calaveras County Residents Only  No Breeders Please
	with attending veterinarian Cathy Gatlin, DVM

	Saturday, June 13, 2026  9:00 AM to 11:30 AM
	Calaveras County Government Center 891 Mountain Ranch Road, San Andreas
	More upcoming 2026 clinics:   9/12 at Spence Ranch Feed & 10/17 at the Govt. Center




