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WE NEED YOUR LETTERS!! 

𝗨𝗽𝗱𝗮𝘁𝗲 𝗼𝗻 𝗮 𝗡𝗲𝘄 𝗔𝗻𝗶𝗺𝗮𝗹 𝗦𝗵𝗲𝗹𝘁𝗲𝗿 𝗳𝗼𝗿 
𝗖𝗮𝗹𝗮𝘃𝗲𝗿𝗮𝘀 𝗖𝗼𝘂𝗻𝘁𝘆 

On Tuesday, March 10, the Calaveras County 

Board of Supervisors voted 4–0 to move 

forward with negotiating the financing for a 

new animal shelter. This is an important step 

toward replacing our current facility, which has 

been outdated and inadequate for decades. 

County CEO Teresa Hitchcock explained that 

the proposed 10,555-square-foot animal 

services facility would address long-standing 

problems with the current shelter and bring it 

up to modern standards for public health, 

safety, and animal care. 

The county plans to negotiate a $10 million 

loan with the California Infrastructure and 

Economic Development Bank (IBank). 

Combined with other county funds, this would 

cover the estimated $12 million cost to build 

the shelter and provide contingency funding if 

construction costs increase. This is the same 

funding format the County successfully used to 

finance and build the new jail and courthouse. 

Hitchcock fully outlined how the County would 

be able to repay the loan. 

County staff emphasized that the proposed plan 

represents the minimum facility needed to 

properly serve animals, staff, and the 

community. While supervisors raised questions 

about costs and long-term financing, they 

ultimately agreed that the need for a new 

shelter is urgent. 

Supervisor Martin Huberty stated, "This board 

is smart and resilient enough to solve this 
problem." 

Supervisor Amanda Folendorf stated, "We are 

on the right path," and summed things up with, 

“We’ve been kicking this can down the road for 
so long… we’ve got to solve this.” 

Now with the board approval, county admins 

will move forward with negotiations for the 

financing plan. Once complete, 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗽𝗹𝗮𝗻 𝘄𝗶𝗹𝗹 𝗯𝗲 

𝗯𝗿𝗼𝘂𝗴𝗵𝘁 𝗯𝗮𝗰𝗸 𝘁𝗼 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗯𝗼𝗮𝗿𝗱 𝗳𝗼𝗿 𝗳𝗶𝗻𝗮𝗹 𝗮𝗽𝗽𝗿𝗼𝘃𝗮𝗹, 

𝗺𝗼𝘀𝘁 𝗹𝗶𝗸𝗲𝗹𝘆 𝗶𝗻 𝗔𝗽𝗿𝗶𝗹 𝗼𝗿 𝗠𝗮𝘆. That final approval 

is crucial and needs a 4/5 vote to pass. We 

believe we have 3 yes votes and 2 maybes. 

What you can do: 

If you support building a new animal shelter in 

Calaveras County, please write to your county 

supervisor and let them know this project 
matters to you and our community. 

Gary Tofanelli District 1 

gtofanelli@calaverascounty.gov 

Autumn Andahl District 2 

aandahl@calaverascounty.gov 

Martin Huberty District 3 
mhuberty@calaverascounty.gov 

Amanda Folendorf District 4 
afolendorf@calaverascounty.gov 

Ben Stopper District 5 

bstopper@calaverascounty.gov 

Together we can help ensure animals, staff, and 

our community finally have the safe, humane 

facility they deserve.  
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Dog Stats 
(By Ed and Dolores Ransom) 
 

Month 

Volunteer 

Hours Adoptions 

Nov 727.25 13 

Dec 732.5 8 

Jan 712.0 8 

Total 2,171.8 29 

 

CAT Stats 
(By Cynthia Pino and Anne Dasch) 

 

Month 

Volunteer 

Hours Adoptions 

Nov 101.9 8 

Dec 89 13 

Jan 69.4 4 

Total 260.3 25 
 
 

 
 

Health tips  
To Shave or Not to Shave 
 

As summer and the warmer 
weather arrives, many people 
consider shaving their dogs in an 

attempt to keep them more comfortable.  But 
there are some dogs that should not be shaved as 
their coats provide protection.   

The following article is an excerpt from 
https://www.puppyleaks.com/should-you-shave-
your-dog/ and provides some great information to 
be considered before making that decision. 

What You Need to Know Before Shaving Your Dog 

With the summer fast approaching many of us will 
be spending more time outdoors with our dogs. 
And to keep them cool in the summer we provide 
them with plenty of fresh water, lots of shade, and 
some of our dogs may even get a nice summer 
haircut. 

Have you ever considered shaving your dog for the 
summer? I did it years ago under the assumption 
that it would help keep him cool, but unfortunately 
it had the opposite effect. 

Before you decide to shave your dog remember 
this: double coated dogs should not be shaved. 
Shaving a double coated dog will not help keep him 
cool, and it often ends up making things much 
worse. 

Single coated breeds (such as Poodles) can have 
their fur clipped or shaved down to the skin and it 
will grow back the way it was, but this is not the 
case for double coated breeds. 

Why Double Coated Dogs Should Not be Shaved 

 
When deciding whether or not to shave your dog 
you need to determine what kind of coat your dog 
has – single or double. 

  

https://www.puppyleaks.com/should-you-shave-your-dog/
https://www.puppyleaks.com/should-you-shave-your-dog/
http://dogcare.dailypuppy.com/dogs-single-coats-2027.html
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Double coated breeds are those that have two 
layers of fur. The top layer is made of tough guard 
hairs and the bottom layer is a thick layer of fur 
called an undercoat. The undercoat is a layer of 
fine hairs close to an animals’ skin that help keep 
them cool in the summer and warm in winter. In 
the spring they go through a major shedding period 
known as blowing their coat when much of that 
undercoat is released to make way for their lighter 
summer coat. 

Common double coated breeds include Huskies, 
Chows, Labradors, German Shepherds, Golden 
Retrievers, and Pomeranian’s. Most of the herding 
breeds have a double coat, as well as the Spitz type 
breeds and a majority of Terriers. 

Shaving a double coated dog can permanently 
damage their fur, and contrary to popular belief it 
does not help keep them cool in the summer. 
Shaving a double coated dog should only be done 
in extreme cases of matting or with certain skin 
conditions. 

Shaving Will Not Help Cool Them Down 
 

The reason I shaved my dog was to help keep him 

cool in the summer. It didn’t, in fact it made him 

even less tolerant to the heat. Your dog’s coat 

serves as a natural insulation from both hot and 

cold weather. The hot sun will warm your dog up 

more if they don’t have that layer of insulation 

protecting them. 

 

When the coat does grow back it produces a 
thicker undercoat with a mix of short guard hairs. 
This new coat is thicker and softer than the old 
coat. Why is this bad? A dog’s shaved down false 
coat acts as a sweatshirt. Its softness soaks up the 
water and attracts burrs and hitchhikers. The 
thickness of the coat is extremely hot in summer. – 
Blue Cross Animal Hospital 
 

Shaving Increases Sunburn and Skin Cancer Risks 

 
The top layer of your dog’s fur helps protect them 
against bug bites and the sun’s harmful rays. By 
shaving your dog you’re leaving them more 
exposed to the sun, increasing their risk of 
developing sunburn or skin cancer. 
 

Their Fur Can Become Permanently Damaged by 

Shaving 

 
When a double coated dog is shaved there’s no 
guarantee the top guard coat will grow back. And 
the older a dog is the less likely it is to grow back 
normally. The undercoat continues to grow, but for 
some dogs the guard hairs never do. These dogs 
are left with a coat that has a patchy, frizzy, dull 
appearance. Shaving your dog can alter their coat 
permanently. 
This is what happened to my dog Carter. His 
backside, belly, and legs never grew any top hairs 
back. It became nearly impossible to groom him on 
my own. The undercoat became so wild, frizzy, and 
unruly that it felt just like harsh wool. 
 
The undercoat is all that is left when you shave a 
dog, and as it grows faster than the outer coat, it 
takes a very long time for the outer coat to catch 
up, if at all.  This means that there is no outer coat 
to protect the under coat, which becomes brittle 
and breaks off, and that there is no shiny, glossy 
hair on your dog. – EKC Gr 
 

Shaving Your Dog Will Not Help with Allergies 

 
Will shaving your dog help with allergies? Not at all. 
The dander on your pet’s skin and fur is what 
causes pet allergies, not the fur itself. And that 
dander is a collection of dead skin cells that sits in 
the undercoat of double coated dogs. So, when you 
shave your dog, you’re actually going to be 
exposing yourself to more irritants. 
 

https://www.cuteness.com/blog/content/what-is-a-dogs-undercoat
http://www.pets4homes.co.uk/pet-advice/dog-breeds-with-double-coats.html
http://www.bluecrossanimalhospital.ca/pet-care/dogs-summer-shave/
http://www.pet360.com/dog/health/can-dogs-get-sunburn/6AvrV449p0-2-h8gAM8LRg
http://www.skincancer.org/publications/sun-and-skin-news/summer-2013-30-2/dogs
http://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/pet-allergy/symptoms-causes/dxc-20238713
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Shaving your dog will allow more of these allergens 
to become airborne, leading to more chances for 
direct contact. 
 
These allergens become airborne during the 
animal’s natural shedding process, and end up 
everywhere: on carpet, drapes, blinds, furniture — 
even on clothes. – Dr. Karen Halligan director of 
veterinary services at SPCALA 
 

Shaving Your Dog Will Not Decrease Shedding 

 
Shaving your dog does not decrease shedding. 
Your dog will still shed, and after shaving it will just 
be shorter hair that they’re shedding. Because their 
top guard layer has been removed (the part that 
doesn’t shed), the undercoat is allowed to grow 
uninhibited which can lead to more shedding. 

 

There Are Better Ways to Manage Your Dogs Coat 

 
Double coated breeds require regular grooming. In 
the spring and fall they go through their shedding 
process which can be a lot to handle if you’re not 
prepared. Hair will get everywhere – not just little 
bits and pieces either, huge tufts at a time will 
come out. 
 
Maintaining a regular grooming schedule for 
double coated dogs is necessary. You can get a de-
shedding tool like the Furminator (which is great 
for my German Shepherd mix, but it may not be 
the best choice for some breeds since it can pull 
too much hair), or you can take a trip to the 
groomer and let them do the heavy work. 
 
Regular brushing does more than just remove extra 
fur. It helps keep your dog’s hair in good condition 
by removing dirt, preventing tangles, and keeping 
their skin clean and irritant free. 
 

Please Don’t Shave Your Double Coated Dog 

 
Shaving a double coated dog does not help cool 
them down, it will not decrease shedding, it will 
not prevent allergies, and it permanently damages 
their coat.  Shaving your dog in the summer seems 
like common sense, why wouldn’t it help keep 
them cool? That’s probably why I didn’t think twice 
before paying a groomer to shave my dog. But that 
one shave damaged his coat forever. 
 
His top coat never grew back. He had to endure 
long grooming sessions as I tried to manage his 
unruly wool like fur. It’s something I’ll always 
regret.  Lots of us make this assumption about a 
nice summer shave for our pets. It’s so easy to do, 
and it’s hard to imagine that it could do any harm. 
But please think twice before shaving your dog, 
don’t make the same mistake I did. 
 
If you have a double coated breed, remember that 
his outer layer of fur is there for a purpose. It 
serves as your dog’s heating and cooling system, 
developed and designed by mother nature herself. 
Please think twice before shaving your dog – in this 
case nature knows best. 
 

FOCAS Board 
 

FOCAS welcomes new board member, Erin 
Dahlquist.  Erin brings many talents to our group, 
most notably excellent PR experience!  We are very 
happy to have her on board! 
 
Full Board: 
 
Debra Beaufort, Chair (Mokelumne Hill)  
Christine Albertine, Secretary (Valley Springs)  
Kim deArrillaga, Treasurer (Mokelumne Hill)  
Cindi Garringer (Murphys) 
Bobbi Pile (Angels Camp) 
Joanne Elliott (Murphys) 
Melissa Hamre (Valley Springs) 
Erin Dahlquist (Valley Springs) 
 

http://www.animalplanet.com/pets/healthy-pets/grooming-allergies/
http://animatch.ca/blog/why-you-shouldnt-shave-your-double-coated-dog
https://www.puppyleaks.com/tips-cleaning-dog-hair/
http://itsdogornothing.com/grooming-a-double-coated-dog/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0040QQ07C/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B0040QQ07C&linkCode=as2&tag=puplea-20&linkId=EGM4DXFM5Z3S4S5A
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Love Your Pet Contest Success 
 

Another successful contest was held and FOCAS 

received $571.33 for our share of the profits.  A big 

thank you to CCTV for co-sponsoring this event 

again and a huge congratulations to all the 

winners. 

 

2025 Rabies/Microchip Clinics 
 

We had a very successful 2025 for rabies and 

microchip clinics.  We couldn’t staff these without 

our wonderful volunteers.   

 

If you have not volunteered for a clinic before, 

please consider helping this coming year – they are 

lots of fun, we do good work, and there are lots of 

furry animals to admire and enjoy! 

 

2025 Rabies Microchips 

   

3/8/2025 162 61 

4/12/2025 153 42 

5/3/2025 71 16 

6/14/2025 128 46 

9/13/2025 110 (Spence) 

10/11/2025 141 61 

Totals 765 226 
 

2026 clinic dates are: as follows, and run from 

9:00am to 11:30 am: 

 

March 14 –  

April 11 

June 13 

September 12 

October 17 

 

All clinics are at the government center with the 

exception of September, which is at Spence Feed in 

Angels Camp. 

 

All clinics are free for Calaveras residents. 

 

See you there! 

 



  

 

 

 


