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Pampered Chef Fundraiser 

I’m so excited to invite you to the Friends of 

Calaveras Animal Services Pampered Chef 

Fundraiser! The party link is open now through 

11/15. Brand new products were just launched 

and I can’t wait for you to see them! There will be 

budget friendly recipes + easy meal inspiration 

and there's a great SALE happening right 

now too! Click the link below to join and you can 

get a free $5 credit as well. FOCAS will get up to 

15% of total sales donated so you can feel good 

about shopping for a great cause! Please spread 

the word!  

https://table.pamperedchef.com/party/2567286s
cp 
 
They also have Black Friday Deals through the 

month. 

 

The fundraiser ends on the 15th so time is short - 
check out the website now! 

 
 

Volunteer Appreciation Lunch 

Saturday was just perf!  Some new folks this year 
that had never been before but mostly our fab 
regular volunteers.  Mother nature shined her light 
down upon us.  The first few of us who arrive a 
teensy early sat in the sun BUT it got so hot we 
moved to way in the back in the shade and tables 
with umbrellas. Had 4 canine guests:  two older 
ladies that Randie Ortloff, a regular dog walker, had 
adopted from the shelter arrived in their own 
chariot and then of course our regular mascots 
Annie and Nash, our Golden's, arrived and brought 
their mom Joanne Elliott. The food was super 
duper: vegan, vegetarian and regular sandwiches, 
potato and green salads and chocolate chip cookies 
for afters.  Ice tea and lemonade for drinks 
completed the day to make the entire group happy 
campers.  Many thanks to another grand lunch by 
the Pickle Patch. 

Debby Beaufort 
 

https://table.pamperedchef.com/party/2567286scp
https://table.pamperedchef.com/party/2567286scp
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Dog Stats 
(By Ed and Dolores Ransom) 
 

Month 

Volunteer 

Hours Adoptions 

Aug 775 4 

Sept 660 22 

Oct 686.0 8 

Total 2,121.0 34 

 

CAT Stats 
(By Cynthia Pino and Anne Dasch) 

 

Month 

Volunteer 

Hours Adoptions 

Aug 88.25 11 

Sept 87.5 18 

Oct 75.0 9 

Total 250.8 38 
 

 

Thank You Bob and Bobbi Pile 

If you haven’t seen the new play yards for the shelter 
dogs yet, check them out the next time you’re at the 
shelter.  A huge thank you to Bobbi and Bob for 
providing the labor to put up the fencing so the dogs 
now have enough room to actually run! 

 

 

 
 
 

New animal shelter moves closer 
to reality 

By Nick Baptista / The Valley Springs News 
October 24, 2025 

 
   Construction of a new Calaveras County animal 
shelter took another step forward last week as the 
Board of Supervisors passed a resolution to seek a 
loan from the California Infrastructure Economic 
Development Bank, IBank for short. 
 
    According to a staff memo, adopting the 
resolution did not create a general fund obligation.  
“It simply authorizes continued negotiations.  Final 
loan terms and conditions will be presented to the 
Board for approval before any financial 
commitment is made.” 
 
   Engineers have estimated construction costs of a 
new shelter at $13 million with an estimated 
funding gap of $9.9 million from the money the 
county has already set aside for the project. 
 
   The existing animal shelter has been under grand 
jury scrutiny for nearly two decades.  The jury’s 
2023 report entitled “Teaching An Old Dog New 
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Tricks,” said, “the shelter is understaffed, 
unsanitary, underfunded, overcrowded, as well as 
unappealing and in need of replacement.” 
 
   The resolution was passed at the Oct.14 meeting 
under the consent agenda with no discussion on 
the item. 
 
   The board at its Sept.9 meeting considered 
several options to finance construction of the 
shelter such as seeking grants or asking county 
voters to approve a bond measure. 
 
   No grant sources have been found to support 
construction of a new shelter and it is questionable 
whether voters would approve a bond measure for 
the project. 
 
    IBank offers low interest loans through its 
Infrastructure State Revolving Fund Program.  The 
animal shelter qualifies as an eligible project under 
the loan guidelines and Calaveras County is an 
eligible borrower. 
 
   According to its website, IBank was created in 
1994 to finance public infrastructure and private 
development that promote a healthy climate for 
jobs, contribute to a strong economy and improve 
the quality of life in California communities. 
 
   IBank has broad authority to issue tax-exempt 
and taxable revenue bonds, provide financing to 
public agencies, provide credit enhancements, 
acquire or lease facilities, and leverage state and 
federal funds.  IBank’s current programs include 
the Infrastructure State Revolving Fund Loan 
Program, Expanding Venture Capital Access 
Program, the Climate Catalyst Revolving Loan fund, 
Small Business Finance Center and the Bond 
Financing Program. 
 
   The county could finance construction of the new 
animal shelter over a 20- to 30-year period. 
   ************************** 
 

Focas Fundraiser by Hovey 

Winery in Murphys 
 

Laura Lowell, one of the owners of Hovey Winery in 

Murphys, is going to do a fundraiser for FOCAS!    

 

As Lauran explained,  Each year at the Murphys 

Open House we do a fundraiser (we make food and 

sell it and the proceeds go to a local charity/non-

profit).  This year we’d like to raise funds for FOCAS. 

In previous years we’ve made between $500-$750. 

If this is something that you would support, we’d be 

happy to help the cause (or paws        ) 

  

We will promote the fundraiser on social media and 

would like to include you if possible. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

And of course we gladly and appreciatively said 

YES! 

 

If you plan to attend the Murphys Open House, 

definitely go by their booth.  Joanne will be 

stopping by after the parade, along with Nash and 

Annie. 

 

Thank you so much, Hovie Winery!!! 
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Health tips  
Guest column by Dogster 
 

The 10 Vet-Reviewed Safety 
Tips for Spending Christmas  

with Dogs 
 
1.Be Mindful About Meal Planning 
Avoid feeding your dog table scraps or rich holiday 

foods. High-fat and high-sodium recipes can upset 

their stomachs or pose serious health risks. Keep 

chocolate, grapes, raisins, onions, garlic, and other 

toxic foods out of reach, as they can be harmful or 

even deadly to dogs. 

 
2.Make Sure You Secure Your Tree 
Anchor your Christmas tree securely to prevent it 

from toppling over if your dog decides to 

investigate or play nearby. Consider using a pet 

gate or barrier to restrict access to the tree when 

you’re not able to supervise. 

 
3.Invest in Safe Decorations 
Opt for pet-friendly decorations that are non-toxic 

and durable, such as shatterproof ornaments and 

unbreakable decorations. Avoid using tinsel, 

ribbon, and other small items that can be 

swallowed and cause digestive issues or blockages. 

Again, make sure your dog is always supervised 

when around the tree or the decorations. 

 
4.Use Candles with Caution 
Keep lit candles out of your dog’s reach to prevent 

burns or accidental fires. Consider using flameless 

LED candles as a safer alternative for decorating. 

 
5.Educate Yourself on Electrical Safety 
Secure electrical cords and wires to prevent your 

dog from chewing on them, which can result in 

electric shocks or injuries. Use cord covers or 

conceal cords behind furniture to minimize the risk 

of chewing. 

 
6.Watch the Wrapping 
Dispose of wrapping paper, ribbons, and packaging 

materials promptly to prevent your dog from 

ingesting them. Keep gift wrap supplies stored 

safely away from curious noses and paws. 

 
7.Create Peaceful Spaces for Your Pup 
Provide a quiet and comfortable space for your dog 

to retreat to when holiday festivities become 

overwhelming. Consider using calming aids, such as 

music, pheromone diffusers, or anxiety vests to 

help your dog relax. 

 
8.Monitor Your Guests During Parties and 
Celebrations 
Educate your guests about your dog’s needs and 

boundaries, especially if they’re not familiar with 

dogs or have allergies. Supervise interactions 

between your dog and guests, especially children, 

to prevent accidents or misunderstandings. 

 
9.Take Precautions with Travel 
If traveling with your dog during the holidays, 

ensure they are properly restrained in the car with 

a secure harness or crate. Pack familiar items, such 

as their favorite toys, bedding, and plenty of treats 

and food, to help your sweet pooch feel 

comfortable and secure in unfamiliar surroundings. 

 
10.Be Prepared for Emergencies 
Keep the contact information for your veterinarian 

and an emergency veterinary clinic handy in case of 

accidents or sudden illness. The holidays are often 

a time when the unexpected can happen.  

 

Familiarize yourself with the signs of common 

holiday hazards, such as chocolate 

poisoning or hypothermia, and know what to do in 

an emergency. 

call:  

  

https://www.dogster.com/dog-health-care/best-calming-aids-for-dogs
https://www.dogster.com/dog-health-care/best-crash-tested-dog-harnesses
https://www.dogster.com/dog-health-care/what-to-do-if-my-dog-ate-chocolate
https://www.dogster.com/dog-health-care/what-to-do-if-my-dog-ate-chocolate
https://www.dogster.com/dog-health-care/hypothermia-in-dogs


  

 

 

 


