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Cat Volunteers Urgently Needed 
 By Cynthia Pino 
 
Hi Everyone, 
  
We need a few more cat volunteers.  There are 
lots of kitties at the shelter right now.  We have 2 
days with 0 volunteers and 3 days with 1 
volunteer.  The other 2 days have 2 volunteers, at 
least for now. 
  
·      One of our volunteers is on leave due to new 
caregiving responsibilities for family members 
·      One will be out for several weeks due to an 
injury after a fall and will be on light duty when 
her doctor says she is cleared to return 
·      One is on leave due to eye surgery 
·      One has been spending most of her time at 
her home in Santa Cruz 
·      One hasn’t been showing up and doesn’t 
respond to my emails 
·      One is moving out of the area mid-September 
 
This is the official notice going out – PLEASE help 
if you can – even a few hours will make a 
difference for the cats. 
 
Calaveras County Animal Services needs cat 
volunteers!  The only requirements are that you 
enjoy working with kitties and are at least 18 
years old. 
 
Cat volunteers feed and clean the cages and 
communal rooms and, most importantly, socialize 
and play with the kitties so they are happy and 
adoptable.  Most volunteers arrive at the shelter 
between 8:00 and 9:00 and stay for 1.5 to 3 hours 
one day a week.  If that doesn’t work for you, we 

are very flexible and will work with you to 
accommodate your schedule and availability. 
 
No experience, no problem!   As a new volunteer, 
you will work with a staff member or an 
experienced cat volunteer while you learn about 
the procedures and routines at the shelter. 
 
To get started, please complete both the (1) 
Calaveras County Volunteer Application and (2) 
Animal Services Supplemental Questionnaire.  
You can pick up an application packet at the 
Calaveras County Animal Services office or call 
them and a packet can be mailed or emailed to 
you.  Please be sure to sign both documents 
before you return them to the shelter office.  
 
Please contact Cynthia, a shelter volunteer, at 
clpino@caltel.com if you have questions or want 
more information.  
 

 

mailto:clpino@caltel.com
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Health tips  
        by Doc Hopper 
 

SALT WATER 

UNSAFE FOR DOGS! 
 

I saw this story on one of my Facebook dog groups 
and thought it important enough to share.  I also 
shared it on FB to my page, and heard back from 
several friends that they had the same issue with 
their dogs! 

 
Dog parents, please take a minute to read this. I’m 
sharing what happened to Victory in hopes it might 
help someone else. 
 
A few days ago, we took Victory to the ocean. He 
absolutely LOVED IT. He had the best time running 
through the waves, diving into the water, chasing 
sea foam, and just living his best life. 
 
All of a sudden, he started vomiting & shaking. So 
we took him straight home.  
 
I honestly thought he had just swallowed too much 
water while playing and that it would pass. But 
then he started being lethargic, had labored 
breathing, and diarrhea. 
 
He was diagnosed with SALTWATER POISONING, 
dehydration, and colitis. He had to stay all day for 
observation and care, get a cocktail of meds 
including a steroid and antibiotic shot, and now 
he’s on a special diet until he heals. 
 
We had no idea something like this could happen 
just from a fun beach day. We didn’t know how 
DANGEROUS and POISONOUS saltwater can 
actually be for dogs! 
 
So, if you’re taking your dog to the ocean (or any 
other saltwater pool, etc), please be extra careful. 
Even a few drinks of saltwater can be TOXIC to your 
pup! Bring plenty of fresh water, take breaks in the 

shade, and do NOT let them drink any saltwater. 
Watch closely for symptoms and trust your gut if 
something seems off. 
 
Victory is getting better, but it was a scary few 
days. I just wanted to share our experience in case 

it helps someone else avoid this.         
 

I also researched some more information on this 

and wanted to share that as well. 

 

Yes, saltwater can be toxic to dogs. Excessive 
consumption of saltwater can lead to saltwater 
poisoning (also known as salt toxicity or 
hypernatremia) in dogs. This occurs because the 
high salt content in the water disrupts the 
electrolyte balance in the dog's body, causing 
dehydration and potentially dangerous sodium 
levels in the blood.  
 
Here's why saltwater is dangerous for dogs:  

• Dehydration: 
Saltwater draws water out of the body, leading 
to dehydration.  
 

• Electrolyte Imbalance: 
The high salt content disrupts the balance of 
electrolytes like sodium, which are crucial for 
various bodily functions.  
 

• Gastrointestinal Issues: 
Saltwater can cause vomiting and diarrhea, 
further contributing to dehydration.  
 

• Neurological Problems: 
In severe cases, saltwater poisoning can cause 
neurological symptoms like tremors, seizures, 
and even brain swelling.  
 
Symptoms of Saltwater Poisoning in Dogs:  
 

• Excessive thirst and urination: This is an 
early sign as the body tries to compensate 
for the imbalance.  
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• Lethargy and weakness: The dog may 
appear tired and less energetic than 
usual.  

• Vomiting and diarrhea: These can lead to 
further dehydration.  

• Loss of appetite: Decreased interest in 
food is another indicator.  

• Tremors or seizures: These are signs of 
neurological distress.  

• Confusion or stupor: In severe cases, dogs 
may appear disoriented or unresponsive.  

•  
Prevention is Key:  

• Provide fresh water: Always offer your 
dog fresh water when they are around 
saltwater.  

• Limit time in the water: Take frequent 
breaks from swimming or playing in the 
water.  

• Monitor your dog closely: Be aware of the 
symptoms of saltwater poisoning and seek 
veterinary care if you suspect a problem.  

•  
If you suspect your dog has ingested too much 
saltwater, contact your veterinarian 
immediately. Prompt treatment, which often 
involves intravenous fluids to restore electrolyte 
balance, can help prevent serious complications, 
according to some veterinary blogs.  
 

 
 

Dog Stats 
(By Ed and Dolores Ransom) 
 

Month 

Volunteer 

Hours Adoptions 

May 682.0 8 

June 639.5 15 

July 667.0 15 

Total 1,988.5 38 

 

CAT Stats 
(By Cynthia Pino and Anne Dasch) 

 

Month 

Volunteer 

Hours Adoptions 

May 101 1 

June 90.5 4 

July 93.9 3 

Total 285.4 8 
 
 

Calling ALL Volunteers –  
Save the Date! 

 
Our annual volunteer appreciation lunch will be 
held on Saturday, November 1st.  The flyer invite 
will be sent out all volunteers around October 1st 
with the details, but wanted to give you the date so 
you can mark it on your calendars! 
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CREATE AN EMERGENCY PLAN FOR 
YOUR DOGS 

 
PREPARE NOW, so in the event you have a fall or 
need to be attended to by emergency personnel 
you have everything in place. You may not be able 
to communicate. 
 
Have your emergency contact information sheet 
posted on your refrigerator and the back of your 
front door. Emergency responders may not go into 
your kitchen. (see attached sheet for example) 
 
For those that live alone have a check in 
person/group. This can be fun. Send a photo of 
your dog being silly, roses, coffee cup, silly meme 
to your friend to let them know you are doing well 
today. If you do not want to do it with your friends 
there is a free app that you can download on your 
phone called SNUG and when you set it up you can 
set a time for check in and who you would like the 
app to contact. 
 
Our beloved pet dogs are considered property by 
the police so have a notarized letter from you to 
your main emergency contact person. Only then 
will the police allow your main emergency contact 
to remove your pets. 
 
Create a plan with your main emergency contact. 
Let your other emergency people know your plan. 
If your emergency is longer than a day you may 
want to have your dog/dogs moved to a safe 
friend/friend’s home until your emergency has 
been accessed. Give your main emergency contact 
a list of your family members’ if you wish them to 
be contacted and if you want or do not want them 
to take your pet. 
 
Create an emergency packet for each of your pets. 
A quick bio. Age. Microchip number. Identifying 
marks/collar. A feeding schedule, amount to be fed 
of which food, any medications or supplements. 
Don’t forget to list any allergies or specific 
requirements. List your veterinarian. Shot record. 

A 3 x 5 photo could be included to help identify 
your various 4-legged family members. 
 
Put an emergency contact card in your wallet. 
 
This is an example of what to put on the back of 
your front door, that Marsi provided: 

 

 

 
 
 

ATTENTION FIRST 
RESPONDERS: 

Please do NOT take my dogs to the 

Animal Shelter. Please call John 

who will care for my dogs in my 

absence.  If you can’t reach John, 

please call Bob Smart. 
 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS 

 

John Smity 

Phone number 

 

Bob Smart 

209-479-2071 
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Another Emergency 
Preparedness Idea for Your Pets!  
 

There is a website that has tube containers you can 
attach to your crates that will hold emergency 
information for your dogs – what a great idea! 
 
It’s called Those Tube Things - here is the link to 
their website:   Home | Those Tube Things 
 

 

This shows a tube clipped to the crate door.  They 
have many types of tubes as well, and will hold a 
slip leash and important documents   
 

 
 

You can even create your own design - what a 
fabulous idea!   

 
 
 

 
 

Have a happy and safe 
summer~

https://www.thosetubethings.com/


  

 

 

 


